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18 August 1955

Dear Mr. Dulles:

During the war in Korea no planned penetration of -
prisoner of war camps was achieved by the United States
Armed Forces end orgahized evasion-escape operations
failed to materialize,

The Central Intelligence Agency has specific
responsibilities for certeln operastions in support of the
? recovery of prisoners of war, while others are the res-
f ponsibility of the Military Depa rtments, The Defense
Advisory Committee on Prisoners of .er has suggested that
further action is required to ensure that tle responsibllities
of the various agencies concerned are. clearly defined and
commensurate with their capabilities,

An early conference is requested to resolve these
issues in order that the Military Departments may proceed
in the development of joint war plans., The Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense (Special Operations) is designated as
my representative in arranglng the necessary coordination,

Sincerely yours,

C. E, WILSON

Mr. Allen Dulles

Director, Central
Intelligence Agency

Washington, D, C.
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Who was accompanied by en-unidentified Pol}sh snier reté%t ',;?’é%f:'
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o 4, The VM observer, Do Quang Tru, was formerly .
"{mpr isoned at Poulo Condore. . Me intends to make a world-wide
press story of the iavestigation results, using this as
evidence of French violation of the Indochina Truce (that VM
prisoners are still bcipg detained), and as illustration of
inhuman treatment which the French accorded the Vietnamese.
Sandhu and Manills agreed that Tru should do so.
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SD-75- DEFENSE A 9TOORY COMMITTEE ON PRISONERS SEGRET
COM{ITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION ‘ 7 July 1955
COPY
SUBJECT: Adequacy of Plans to Recover Captured Personnel in Event of
Future War
DISCUSSION

sion and escape programs were carried out in World War II. In the
Korean War, no planned penetration of prisoners of war camps was achieved
by the U.S. Armed Forces, and organized evasion-escape operations failed to
materialize. In only one instance was any attempt (such as air drops of
leaflets or foodstuffs or wing signals) made to reassure our prisoners of
war that they were not forgotten. Aircraft recovery of pilots was moderately
successful, Present war plaming includes adequate evasion and escape training
concepts along with plans for organized efforts to recover captured personnel
in the event of war., Current planning embraces consideration of the following
general courses of action to be followed: (a) winning from war; (b) individual
evasion and escape efforts given limited support from normal military operating
forces; (c) leaflet and ration drops and similar means of commnication;
(d) campaigns within which prisoners of war can be freed, and (e) clandestine
operations designed to assist prisoner escapes.

Joint coordination exists for recovery plans and efforts. By virtue of
its mission, the Air Force has special plans pertaining to deep-in reconnaissance,
reinforcement and rescue, Central Intelligence Agency possesses limd ted capa-
bility for supporting the organized recovery of prisoners. There is question as
to whether present Central Intelligence Agency responsibilities are compatible
with its capabilities. There are controversial points in respect to organiza-
tion, command relations and coordination for joint action in evasion and escape.
Whether or not such operations should be within the category of unconventional
warfare is an unresolved question,

RECOMMENDATION

That you (Secretary of Defense) sign the attached memorandum to the
Military Departments directing that they develope plans for overt commmications
with prisoners of war via air drops or pre-arranged air-to-ground code, establish
a more effective system of infiltrating selected and specially trained personnel
into enemy areas to render prisoners of war assistance and develope and provide
military personnel with miniaturlzed weapons, commnications and devices to aid
prisoners of war,

That you (Secretary of Defense) sign the attached letter to the Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency requesting that a joint study be made of the
respective responsibilities and capabilities of Central Intelligence Agency and
the Military Departments for recovery of prisoners of war in future conflictse,

REFERENCE ‘
—Study Group Documents - CPO4/3 D-1L, CPOW/3 D-16, CPGW/3 D-9a, CPOW/ D-29.

COPY

Cike SR 3




